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Will it  - or  Won’ t it? 
 

 
 
 

The saga of the ‘Village Green’  rumbles on. Hopefully, by the time you 
read this all of the further objections to the new leisure centre will have 
been dismissed and ground breaking will have started.  The second 
application for use of the Wood Lane site as a ‘village green’  was just a 
spoiling tactic to delay what most people in the this town – and all the 
Swimming Club swimmers and their parents – want desperately.  The new 
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facility is not just a ‘big pool with a few other facilities attached’ . It is 
method of dragging this town of ours out of the past and into the 21st 
Century.  For years there have been passionate pleas for some sort of 
leisure centre from the young people of the town – certainly since I came 
here some years ago.  Now we are on the threshold of this dream.  From 
the Swimming Club’s point of view this will be a pool which will catapult 
us from the ‘most pitied’  club in the county on the basis of its facilities 
into one of the ‘most envied’ .  These people wish the centre to built out at 
the London Road site (or worse still the Industrial Estate) with the other 
‘white elephant’  – the all weather hockey pitch which we were told would 
be used by schools during the day and clubs during the evening. For all 
those who are still under this delusion – that has never happened.  All local 
school do not use the facility as it needs a bus to get there and no-one can 
afford this expense.  If it had been put where it was first going to be put – 
on the bottom of Monks’  Dyke’s College field, it would have been 
available for nearly everyone but oh no, it had to be on London Road and 
all that investment has been sorely underused.  What a shame! This 
situation must not happen with this centre. Everyone’s great fear is that all 
these delays – at a cost of some £40k a month in costs, will result in either 
changes to the centre to offset these costs – it has already been changed we 
understand, how long till the pool gets cut down to only 6 lanes – or the 
funds will be clawed back from wherever they came from to be used in a 
project that will get underway sooner rather than later. 
Our Club will have an opportunity to compete with the best in terms of our 
home pool as long as the Local Authority is going to allow us the time in 
which to do this.  We are a fantastic advertisement for Louth as our 
swimmers travel all over the Country to compete and I hope the powers 
that be recognize it and pay more than lip service to that.  We have some 
plans we would like to see implemented as regards time in the new pool 
but as yet no commitment from these people.  I know the pool is some 
time off – now Easter 2009 – but we need to plan for that time NOW. 
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Louth Swimming Club Welfare Officer  

Contact:       Maureen Addison 01507 451182 
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CONTACT THE EDITOR 

 
 
Please e-mail the editor with anything you wish to appear in the Dolphin.  Also, if 
you would rather receive your copy of the Dolphin electronically, please contact me 
at 

 

louthdolphins@postmaster .co.uk 
 

Now there is no excuse for not getting involved!!!! 
 

All past issues of the Dolphin and the current one (this one) is available for 
download at 

 
http://www.louthdolphins.org/newsletters.html 

 
This is a newsletter designed for all the Club Membership and part of that 
is so that you can contribute to its contents.  Let me have your ideas, 
stories, photographs and anything else which might be of interest to others 
in the Club.   
 
Part of having a Club like this is the necessity of helping out—either on 
poolside, at galas as an official, at the fund-raising activities or anywhere 
else. Without the help and support of all the members all the time, things 
will be impossible to do effectively.  The same people cannot do 
everything all the time.   
 
Lend a hand—ask where you can help.  
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   email:   dolphin@louthdolphins.org 
 
   password:  dolphins 
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NOTTS LEANDER OPEN SPRING MEETING – 21.1.07 

  
16 Louth Dolphin swimmers competed at Beechdale Baths, Nottingham in the Notts Leander Open 
Sprint Meeting on 21.1.07, and impressed collectively, achieving 39 new personal best times from 
their 77 swims.  There were 26 clubs competing and 2 x Louth swimmers made the Top 6 Finals – 
Joseph Walker and Alex Damms who both finished in excellent 4th places in the 50m butterfly and 
breaststroke finals respectively. Joseph Walker, also finished 6th in the 11 yrs HOW 100m I.M. and 
in his other 3 swims had PB time in the 50m breaststroke and backstroke events.  Alex Damms had 
3 other swims, finishing 17th, 14th and 10th in the backstroke I.M. and freestyle – the latter being a 
PB time.  Alexander Darke, who the day before was Louth’s “swimmer of the night”  at March in 
Cambridgeshire, had another outstanding day of swimming.  In his 5 swims he finished in the top 
10 and set PB times in all of them.  12 yr old Sophie Brown also set PB times in al her 4 events, her 
best finish being 20th in the 50m backstroke.  10 yr old Thomas Simpson set 4 new PB times from 5 
swims, his best placing coming in the breaststroke, a very good 10th place.  The youngest swimmer 
representing Louth was 9 yr old Lydia Norton.  She had 5 swims and improved her previous best 
times in 4 events, a tremendous effort, her best placed finishes were 23rd; which came in the I.M., 
butterfly and backstroke events.  Also aged 9, Jenny Walker secured 2 PB times and finished a 
creditable 13th in her butterfly race.  Sarah Briggs set 2 new PB times in the I.M. and backstroke, 
the latter being her best finish of 23rd place.  William Kemp produced 2 x PB times in his 5 races, 
his best placed finish being 14th position in his butterfly event.  Harry Maw failed by just 2/100th of 
a second to make the 11 yrs butterfly final when placed overall 7th in a new PB time.  He also 
finished 12th place in his backstroke and freestyle events.  Frederik Schneider notched up 4 PB 
times and his best place finish was in the breaststroke event where he came 18th.  Henry Norton set 
3 PB times and his best place finish came in the backstroke where he was 15th.  Roisin Williams set 
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a PB time in her I.M. event and her best place finish came in the backstroke where she came 
21st.  Lucy Vickers 5 races resulted in 2 PB times with I.M. and freestyle events, her best finish 
coming in the breaststroke where she was overall 24th.  Joshua Pike also swam 5 times, all resulting 
in top 20 finishes.  His PB time coming in the I.M. and best placing of 16th came in the 
breaststroke.  Laura-Kate Ruttle had 1 PB time in her 3 races, that was the 50m freestyle, her best 
finish coming in the backstroke where she came 25th out of 34 swimmers. 
 
 

LINCS JUNIOR LEAGUE, ROUND 1 
  

From the euphoria of the week before, finishing 2nd with 25 wins in the Lincs Premier League, 
Louth Dolphins came down to earth when, in the 1st Round of the Lincs Junior League at the 
Scratho Pool, Grimsby, they finished 4th on the night with no first places!  The last time Louth was 
without a single victory was over a decade ago. 
  
In the Junior League last year, Louth finished in overall 4th and, after a compilation of all the 12 
clubs competing in this years’  1st Round, Louth Dolphins find themselves in 8th position and will 
have to pull out all the stops in the next round on 19th May to qualify for the “Top 6 Club Finals” . 
  
Results on the night at Grimsby:- 1st Lincoln Vulcans “A”  236 pts; 2nd Lincoln Pentaqua 200 pts; 3rd 
South Lincs 196 pts; 4th Louth Dolphins 131 pts; 5th Grantham 128 pts; 6th Grimsby 84 pts. 
  
Both Team Manager Rick Broddle and Chief Coach Graham Bilton said before the Grimsby Gala 
that it was a tough draw for Louth and expected them to finish in either 3rd or 4th place, but what 
made the task more difficult was that several swimmers with the most experience at the higher age 
level were missing due to holidays.  Also, a change in the League rules – “age on day applying in 
final round”  – meant that Louth had a shortage of swimmers to choose from, especially in the lower 
age groups.  Indeed, in order to swim a team in the Girls 9 yr relays, Rick swam an overage 
swimmer, giving valuable swimming experience, but alas, no competition points! 
  
However, the 29 swimmers representing Louth did their best, accumulating 18 lifetime best times as 
well as 6 x 2nd, 12 x 3rd, 8 x 4th and 9 x 5th place finishes. 
  
Louth Dolphins “swimmer of the night”  accolade went to 10 yr old William Kemp, who, in his first 
individual gala swims for the club came 2nd in the 10/u 25m Butterfly, setting a superb 6 second 
personal best (PB) time, just a second behind the winner from Lincoln Vulcans, and in the 50m 
Backstroke William set another PB time in a race he should also have finished 2nd, but was pipped 
by the Pentaqua swimmer.  William Kemp also figured strongly in both relays, helping the medley 
team to a 20 second seasons best time in an excellent 2nd place and he also recorded the fastest split 
time in the freestyle relay, helping the team of Thomas Simpson, Jefferson Young and William 
McIntyre to 3rd place and a 10 second seasons best time. 
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Acting Team Manager on the night Sarah Richardson said that the 4 Louth swimmers who made 
their gala debuts, namely Jessica O’Sullivan, Liberty Nichols, David Clifften and Sean Kissane, all 
swam well and tried very hard, both Liberty and Jessica having their first individual gala swims, 
keeping calm and not letting nerves get the better of them.  Joseph Walker swam his usual strong, 
powerful, race when finishing 2nd in the 12/u 50m Butterfly.  Thomas Simpson who was Louth’s 
other 2nd place finisher, swam well, having a very smooth style in his 10 yrs 50m 
Breaststroke.  Both Sarah Richardson and Chief Coach Graham Bilton commented on Emily Patch, 
who put her heart and soul into her breaststroke swim and with plenty of determination she really 
hit the wall hard with both hands at the finish. 
  
The Boys 12/u Medley and Freestyle Relay teams did well with excellent 2nd places, just over 2 
seconds behind Lincoln Vulcans, Louth’s team being Derek Briggs, Adam McIntyre, Joseph 
Walker and Joshua Pike. 
  
Harry Maw also swam very well with 2 very good 3rd place individual finishes, just a second behind 
the winner in a new PB time in the 11/u 50m Freestyle, and a 3rd place in the 50m Butterfly.  9 yr 
old William McIntyre, Louth’s busiest swimmer with 7 swims, finished 3rd in the 9 yrs 25m 
Butterfly, of which he set a new PB time. William also set a 2 second improvement in his 25m 
Breaststroke race.  Rebecca Dunning was 3rd in the 11/u 50m Freestyle, 2 seconds behind the 
winning time, in a new PB time.  Rebecca also improved her best time in the Butterfly by over 2 
seconds.  Derek Briggs was just a second behind the winning time in his 3rd place, 12/u 50m 
Freestyle race, which was a new PB time.  Adam McIntyre, 3rd place in the 12/u 50m Breaststroke, 
brought him a one second PB time.  Thomas Simpson knocked off nearly 2 seconds, improving his 
best time in his 3rd place 10/u 50m Freestyle event.  Shan Shan To and Alex Damms both had 3rd 
place finishes in their breaststroke  
2 
  
events.  In the boys 11/u Freestyle Relay, the team of Alex Damms, Callum Mitchell, Frederik 
Schneider and Harry Maw finished in 3rd place. 
  
Double individual PB times were set by Jessica O’Sullivan in her first gala featuring the 9 yrs 25m 
Breaststroke and Backstroke events.  Ella Nicholson also set 2 fine PB times in her 11/u 50m 
Backstroke and Breaststroke races.  Dexter Albone and Liberty Nichols recorded over 1 second 
improvements to their PB times in the 9 yrs 25m Freestyle and Backstroke respectively.  Roisin 
Williams also set a new PB time in her 12/u 50m Backstroke race. 
  
The Girls 10 yrs Medley team of Sarah Briggs, Emily Patch, Jenny Walker and Katy Darke came 
4th, as did the Girls 12/u Medley team of Roisin Williams, Shan Shan To, Jaye Addison and India 
Nichols. 
  
Also swimming were Danielle Major and Laura-Kate Ruttle, who helped the 11/u Relay teams, 
gaining valuable points for their team. 
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Note  
 
©Big thank you to Dexter  Albone for standing in at the 1st round Lincs League with 3 
hrs notice when Charlie Noble was poorly. Not to mention Marcelle who got him to 
the pool 
 
 
 
A big thank you to David James who compiles all the information about gala 
swims for  our Club – a tremendous effor t - thank you David 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reminder  
A Note from the Louth Pool 

Staff 
 

Parents and swimmers are reminded that their mobile phones 
should not be used while in the pool building. 

 
Many thanks 
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Swimmers and Parents please note: 
 
 
1.  You must change your standing orders to reflect the in changes in club fees 
from the start of this month.  It is a lot of work to have to remind people to do it, 
particularly if it still does not get done. 
 
 
2. Swimmers need to return the medical forms to swim desk or squad leaders as soon 
as possible please. 
 
 
3. Dates for next year’s County Championships have been released 
 
 

800 Free (mixed) 9 Feb 08 
1500 Free (mixed)  10 Feb 08 

 
Others 

 
1st, 8th and 15th March 2008 
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Kirsty’s County Championship trophy haul – what a cleaning job!! 


